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STRIKEOUT ORDINANCE 

OLD LANGUAGE: Strilw Ollt 
NEW LANGUAGE: Underlined 

§44.0404 

§44.040S 

§44.0406 

ORDINANCE NUMBER 0- ______ (NEW SERIES) 

DATE OF FINAL PASSAGE _______ _ 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 4, ARTICLE 4, 
DIVISION 4 OF THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL CODE BY 
AMENDING SECTION 44.0404; REPEALING SECTION 440405; 
AMENDING SECTION 44.0406; REPEALING SECTION 44.0407; 
AMENDING SECTION 44.0408; REPEALING SECTION 44.0409; 
AMENDING SECTIONS 44.0413 AND 44.0414; AND REPEALING 
SECTIONS 44.0418 AND 44.0420, ALL RELATING TO THE 
KEEPING OF BEES 

Commissioner May EnterPremisesRegistration Required 

The Csmmissisner is hereBy S11lflswered ts enter upsn any premises '<'mere bees 

ere kept, Sf upsn v{hish he has reassn ts believe that bees are kept, in srder ts 

SalTY ints effest the previsisns sf this divisisn.Within 30 days of establishing an 

apiary, the owner of the apiary shall register the apiary with the San Diego 

County Agricultural Commissioner and shall reregister in January of every year 

thereafter while in possession of the apiary. 

Interferences with Commissioner 

It shall be unlawful fur any perssn ts interfere with the sffiBial astisns sf the 

CsnIDHssisner. 

Notiee of Violation Permitted Bee Species 
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Any persen wile vielates any previsien efthis divisien may be served with a 

written natice ta cease SF remedy suell vielatien by the Commissianer ar by any 

lav? enfercement afficer afthe CeUl1ty. Said netice shall reqttira that such persan 

cease ar ranledy the yialatien within 48 haum. ,\n), persan wha fails ta cease ar 

remedy the vielatian within said 48 haur periad ar wha causes a similar vialatian 

te acSUl' within ane (1) year is guilty ef a misdemeanar. The natice reqttired by 

this seetien shall be served persenally an suell persan ar, ifhe cannat be readily 

found, shall be sefYed by mail (return receipt reqttested) ar, ifhe cannat be served 

by mail, then sefYice shall be acc81l1jllished by pasting suell netice in a 

canspicuaus place an ar near the apiary where the vialatien eCSUlTed. The 48 heUl' 

peRed fer which suell natice prevides shall cemmence te FUll trem the time en the 

day snell natics is served pursuant te this sectien.Only docile Apis mellifera 

species (honey bees) shall be pennitted by this Division. 

,"<batement af Nuisance 

If the Cammissioner detennines that the violatien ef any previsien ef this divisien 

censtitutes a pul3lic nuisance ta the extent that the health, safety Sf 'Nelfare af the 

public is itIHnediately endangered threugh such vielatien, the Cemmissiener may 

ferthwith take snell steps te abate such nuisance as are reasenably necessary and 

proper under the cirSUlnstances, previded, hew8vor, that the Commissiener shall 

net cause the destructien ef any bees or any apiary unless in his opinion the 

nuisance cannot otherwise be effeetiveiy and timely abated. 

Beekeeping Distance fFem BuiIdingsLocational Requirements 
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It shall be unlawful for any persou to plaee or keep an 8j3iary, or cause Of allow an 

apiary to remaiu, eloser than 25 feet to the property line of adjoiuiug residential 

property if a house or other 13uildiug Hsed for residential pHrposes is loeated on 

sHeh property, or eloser than 100 feet to alfj' hOHse or other bHilding Hsed for 

residential pHrposes other than a hOHse or bHilding Hsed or possessed by SHell 

person, Of to plaee or keep more than one beehive in a loeatiou vAliell is between 

100 feet and 600 feet from a hOHse or other bllilding Hsed for residential pHrposes 

other than a house or bHildiug owned or possessed 13y SUell persou. Auy person 

VAlO at the timo this division beeomes effective maintains allY apim'y wlliell is 

13ei'N061l 100 feet aud 600 feet from a house or other bHilding Hsed for residential 

pH1lloses other than a hOHse Of bHildiug oVi11sd or possessed by SHOO person and 

whiOO is registered with the Comlllissioner shall be pernlitted to keep two (2) 

beehives at suOO 10Gation. 

(a) An apiary consisting of three or more beehives shall be located no closer 

than 600 feet from a building used as a residence. other than the residence 

located on the same premises as the beehives. and a minimum of 100 feet 

from the public right-of-way. 

(b) An apiary consisting of two or fewer beehives may be maintained in 

accordance with the following: 

(1) The apiary shall be located outside of all required setbacks as 

established by Chapter 13. Article I of this Code. or fifteen feet 

from the property line and 20 feet from all public rights-of-way. 

whichever is greater: 
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(2) A minimum 6-foot tall barrier shall surround the beehive leaving 

sufficient space to properly maintain the beehive except that the 

barrier shall not be required when the beehive is elevated at least 

eight feet above grade: 

(3) The beehive is not visible from the public right-of-way: 

(4) The beehive is in a location that is secured from unauthorized 

access: 

(5) The opening of the beehive faces the most distant property line: 

(6) The opening ofthe beehive faces away from entrances and 

walkways on the premises to the exent possible while ensuring that 

the entrance faces the most distant property line: 

(7) The beehive structure is a pale color: and 

(8) The beehive is requeened at least once every two years. 

Reel.eelling DistHnee {rem ReHds 

It shall be unlawful fur any person to plaoe or keep an apiary, or oause or allow an 

apiary to remain within 100 fuet ofthe ffilterior line ofthe traveled portion of a 

publio road. 

Beekeeping FirebreakFire Safety 

Every person oy;lling, possessing or oontrolling an apiary shall maintain a 

firebreak not less than 30 feet wide around such apiary, 'N-hiell firebreak shall 

meet the fullowing speoifioations: 

(a) Within the 20 fuot wide area dosest to the apiary, a 10 fuot wide area shall 

be deared to mineral soil of all oombustible material, and all flammable or 
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eemlmstibls vsgetatien er material shall be oot er trimmed te a height ef 

net greater than sill (8) inches abeve the greund threugheut the area efthe 

apiary lying within the inside perimeter ef said 10 teet wide area; andAn 

apiary containing three or more beehives shall also include a firebreak not 

less than 30 feet wide around such apiary. which firebreak shall meet the 

following specifications: 

(1) Within the 10 foot wide area closest to the apiary. all flammable or 

combustible vegetation or material shall be cut or trimmed to a 

height not greater than six inches above the ground: and 

(2) Within the area 30 feet from the apiary and lying outside ofthe 

outside perimeter of the 10 foot wide area in subparagraph (1). all 

fl81mnable or combustible vegetation or material shall be trimmed 

to a height not greater than 12 inches above the ground. 

(3) Subsections (I) and (2) shall not be consttued to require the cutting 

or removal of individual live trees. unless such cutting or removal 

is required in writing by an officer or agency authorized by section 

44.0417 to enforce section 44.0413. 

(4) Subsection (a) shall not apply if the apiary is maintained in a 

residential zone area unless the Fire Dep81tment detennines that a 

firebreak is necessary to protect the public safety. 

(b) Within the area 30 teet ilistant from the apiary and lying eutside ef the 

eutside perimeter efthe 10 teet wide area mentiened te subparagraph (a), 

all flanunable Of eembustible vegetation or material shall be trimmed to a 
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height IlOt greater thall 12 illohes above the ground. Sub!laragt'aj3hs (a) and 

(13) shall not he eOllstn.ed to reEtUire the emtillg or rOl1l0val of individual 

live trees, unless sueh sutting or removal is reEfllired ill writing Ily all 

offieer or ageney arnhorizod hy Seetion 44 .()417 to saforee this seetion. 

This seetion shallllot aj3pl)' if the aj3iary is maintailled in a residentially 

zOlled area ualess the Pire De!lartment determilles that a firebreak is 

nesessar)' to protoet the !lublie safety. Every person owning. possessing or 

controlling an apiary comprising two or fewer beehives shall be required 

to locate the beehives within Brush management Zone One in accordance 

with San Diego Municipal Code section 142.0412 (Brush Management). 

Beekeeping - Fire Fighting Materials 

The following fire fighting materials shall be maintained, in good working 

condition, at all times when the apiary is attended by the keeper thereof, 

sufficiently near the apiary so as immediately to be available in case of fire: 

(a) aA shovel; and 

(b) aA fire extinguisher, of either the 2 112 gallon water-under-pressure type 

or the 5 gallon back-pump type; provided, that a fire extinguisher, equally 

effective as those above mentioned, may be used if written authOlity 

therefor is first obtained from an officer or agency authorized by Section 

44.0417 to enforce this section. A garden hose may be substituted for a 

fire extinguisher, provided the hose is connected to a source of water. 
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§44.9418 Beel,eeping Permit RellllireEi 

It shadl be Ilflla'Nful fer any ]3erson to ]31aee or ke6]3 an a]3iary upon anY]3re]3orty 

within the City of San Diego vfithout a lieense issued by the City Treastlfer. The 

fee shadl be Three Dollars ($3) vfhiell shadl defray, in ]3art, the eost ofins]3eetion 

and enfereement ofthis division. Sueh lissnse shall be "adid fer three (3) years 

from the date ofissuanee. 

§44.9429 Violation 

Any ]3erson who violated any ]3fOvision of this division other than Seetion 

44.0412, and who has been served with written notiee ofsuell violation in the 

manner ]3reseribed herein, and VA10 fails or refuses to con1]31y 'llith suell 'l/ritten 

notics, shall be guilty of a misdemeanor. Every ]3erson vmo violates anY]3fOvision 

of Soction 44.0412 shad1 be guilty of a misdemeanor hllfllediate1y upon such 

violation. 

KB:lun 
01/17/2012 
Or.DeptDSD 
Document No. 306036 
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